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Food for Thought 
By Senior Pastor Bill Jones 

The 235th session of the Virginia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church was held June 16-18 
at the Hampton Roads Convention Center.  The theme of this year’s Annual Conference was “A New Thing,” 
based on Isaiah 43:19:  I am about to do a new thing . . .  As our new episcopal leader, Bishop Sharma Lew-
is gave her first episcopal address on Friday afternoon following opening ceremonies.  “I was told I was sup-
posed to speak, but I’m going to do a new thing.  I’m going to preach!” she said.  “Annual conference is like 
a family reunion, a family picnic.  We may not always agree, but we come out with one accord,” said the 
Bishop.  She reminded the gathering that her main theme at her installation in September was to “stir things 
up.”  God sent me to tell you about a new thing . . .  God said, “Behold I will do a new thing.’”  “How many 
would agree that God is up to something in the Virginia Conference?”  Bishop Lewis asked.  “It’s time to stop 
playing church and to start being the church by demonstrating the transformations that have occurred within 
through our transformations through Jesus Christ.” 

The bishop said the conference must do three things:  Change our focus.  Clarify our focus.  Commit to 
God’s plan.  “We can’t let past failures prevent us from being the annual conference that God has called us to 
be,” she said.  “There must be a new vision.”  “We need new narratives that laity are valued, that women can 
lead large churches, that young clergy will have a church to serve, that small churches will have people to 
serve.”  God doesn’t want to look at the past, she said. “We cannot live in the past, we cannot live on yester-
day’s faith.  There is nothing wrong with memory and reminiscing, but we cannot stay in the past,” she said. 
“We want to do what we used to do and think we’re going to have different results.  We’ve got to do church 
differently.  There are some folks who would never come into your church.  There are generations of folks 
who do not know about the Gospel message.”  “What should be our focus?" she asked.  The mission of the 
United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  “We must 
see our future of possibilities instead of problems,” Bishop Lewis said.  “We must commit ourselves to God’s 
plan,” she said.  “Have we committed ourselves to the work of the Kingdom?  Have we committed to love our 
brothers and sisters no matter what color, no matter what race, no matter what sexual orientation, no matter 
how young or how old?  Whether you are conservative, or progressive or centrist, have we decided the souls 
of our brothers and sisters are more important than our theological agenda?”  

In a surprise move to everyone in attendance, Bishop Lewis took to the floor of the conference, saying 
she needed to preach among her people. “We’ve got to tell people about Jesus!  It’s a new season. I t’s a 
new day.  It’s a fresh anointing!” she exclaimed.  “We’re living in a world where people aren’t sure where 
they are going.  I don’t know about you, but I feel it’s a new day.  I’m humbled and honored to be your bish-
op, but at the end of the day, I’m going to tell people about Jesus.”  In her episcopal address and throughout 
the three-day conference, Bishop Lewis demonstrated with boundless enthusiasm and energy that her vision 
for the churches of the Virginia Conference that this is a new day for Methodism in Virginia.  She urged the 
clergy and lay delegates not just to applaud her enthusiasm but to take it back to our churches and get to 
work.  She said we have much work to do.  

At the closing worship service on Sunday morning, Bishop Lewis again preached.  She said, “This annual 
conference has evoked some emotion.”  A vision provides motivation, she said.  “How many of you are moti-
vated to get back to your churches?” she asked.  Visions set direction, she said.  “A vision translates a pur-
pose.  People who have a vision find new, creative, fresh and innovative ways to do ministry.”  “Leaders’ pas-
sion, plus the congregation, plus the community needs, equals a shared vision,” she repeated several times. 
“When they intersect is when God speaks.”  How often do we anticipate that today is the day God begins 
something new and invigorating in our lives, in 
our church, and in our community?  God’s great-
est blessings are usually reserved for the people 
who live in faith and exemplify great anticipation 
for what God can do in and through their lives.  
Bishop Lewis is right on target.  People of faith 
have a sense of vision.  That’s food for thought! 
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Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, 

spelling and content.  Please submit by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  Questions?  Please e-mail Lianne or call (229-1771). 

Wesley Heritage England 
Travel Opportunity 

Have you ever wanted to walk where John Wesley walked? . . .  
visit the spot where his heart was “strangely warmed”? . . .  see where 
he preached to those first “Methodists”? . . .  sing in the places where 
Charles Wesley wrote the great hymns of our faith? . . .  visit the town 
where Susanna and Samuel Wesley raised their family?  Would you 
like to make this journey with friends from Williamsburg United Meth-
odist Church?  Rev Bill Jones and Randy Casey-Rutland are leading a 
Wesley Heritage educational trip to England in May 2018.  You are in-
vited to join us.   

Bill and Randy are partnering with Educational Opportunities 
(www.eo.travelwithus.com) to offer a spiritually nourishing, in-
formative, and enjoyable trip to visit Epworth, Oxford, London, and 
other places in England that were formative in Wesley’s life and in the 
early days of Methodism.  We’ll depart on May 8, 2018, from Rich-
mond – or departure can be arranged from just about anywhere so 
friends and family living elsewhere can join as well.  We’ll stay in first 
class hotels, spend 7 days on professionally guided tours, worship, 
pray, and sing together, enjoy some free time for shopping and ex-
ploring, and depart on May 16 to return home.  Or you can extend 
your trip with a few extra days in London or in Ireland.   

The price is all-inclusive, meaning the price includes round trip 
airfare, deluxe motorcoach transportation, entrance fees, guided tours, 
first class hotel accommodations, and most meals.  The all-inclusive 
price is $3,596 per person departing from Richmond (or $3,298 from 

NY).  A $150 discount per person is offered for registrations received by July 9, 2017 and a $100 
per person discount for registrations received by August 9.   

Brochures are available at the WUMC Connection Corner desk near the parking lot door and online at 
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/he18-a#eotours. 

For decades, Educational Opportunities (EO) has been leading church tours to the Holy Land and other 
religiously significant sites.  A group from WUMC traveled with EO in the Fall of 2016 to Greece, Rome, Ephe-
sus, and Israel.  It was a wonderful experience, not only as a pilgrimage to the lands of the Bible, but also as 
an opportunity to build lasting relationships as we learned and grew together. 

Bill and Randy would love to have you join the tour of Wesley’s England.  Pick up a brochure.  Talk with 
your friends.  Ask us for details.  And get ready to explore our Methodist heritage through a trip to 21st cen-
tury England. 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com
http://www.eo.travelwithus.com/tours/he18-a#eotours
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In early 2017, a suggestion was made by a long-time member of the Williamsburg United Methodist 
Women (WUMW) organization to capture a bit of information on the naming of each Women’s Circle.  From 
this idea, a project was born to gather and document some history about the various WUMW groups.  Each 
team was asked to delve into their past and fondly reminisce.  This article is the fourth in a series to capture 
and share some interesting and fun facts about the Women’s Circles of the church.  

To quote Yogi Berra, it was “like Déjà Vu all over again”.  By the beginning of 2005, the members of all 
the existing Saturday and evening circles had “matured” (most of them quite gracefully) and rescheduled 
their meeting times to weekday mornings.  It was once again difficult for career women and young mothers 
to join a church circle that fit into their busy schedules.  Debbie Lewis was president and the women’s execu-
tive board had numerous discussions about bringing younger women into the organization.  The WUMW lead-
ership placed an article in the church bulletin to determine the interest of establishing a new evening circle 
that was “not your Mother’s circle”.  On the 2nd Tuesday in March, an exploratory meeting was held and a 
good number of women turned out.  As a result, a new circle was born. 

Peggy Tabb and Patty Benesh were elected co-chairs and many women enthusiastically joined the group.  
While the decision to create the circle was easy, choosing the name was more difficult.  A number of months 
went by and the circle remained nameless.  Many options were discussed.  They noticed several of the other 
circles were named after notable women of the church . . . Olive Casey, Mary Lou Clarke and Susanna Wes-
ley, to name a few.  Looking for inspiration, the group then started naming women from the Bible.  They con-
sidered the Mary and Martha circle, but M&Ms probably was a trademark violation; not to mention the ad-
verse effect on everyone’s diet by constantly being reminded of candy.  Another suggestion was the Pastoral-
Laity United Methodist Paraclete Circle, but then they realized that they would forever be referred to as the 
PLUMP girls.  One of the all-time favorites, but obviously the least appropriate, was “The Ladies of the Even-
ing”.  Needless to say, that was quickly crossed off the list!  Ultimately, the group settled on Sisters in Faith.  
"Sisters" just fit because many of the women were searching for a group of supportive Christian ladies.  

Everyone was extremely excited when Kristy Hill became pregnant.  They were all going to be aunts!   
Carter was the first baby born to a Williamsburg UMW member in many years.  Another memorable event 
was helping Gwen Hamrick get married.  All the ladies joined together to give their sister an over-the-top 
wedding reception at church.   

Every year, the group hosts a Christmas social which also includes their honorary “Brothers in Faith” 
(spouses and significant others).  Donna Potts arranged for the very first Christmas social to be held at the 
W&M Alumni House.  The group was small enough to fit everyone into the 150 square-foot Pollard Room.  
Over time, the group grew so much as to ultimately require the entire second floor in order to accommodate 
the guest list.  The highlight each year is singing Christmas carols to Holley Walling’s piano accompaniment 
during the holiday ornament gift exchange.   

Sisters in Faith always meets the challenge whenever asked.  They have assisted in making cards for al-
ternate giving fairs; collected supplies for CASA; canned LOTS of preserves and salsa for the bazaar (but let’s 
forget the year they had to sell blueberry syrup instead of jam when they misread the recipe); packaged 
medications for Mary Jo Bennett’s and Sandy van Leliveld’s trips to Leonarda's Home of Hope in Honduras; 
supported Kairos Prison ministries; helped with WUMW membership "teas"; prepared too many Wesley sup-
pers to count; readied school kits, layette kits, sewing kits for UMCOR; and, are just there for other members 
or circles whenever extra hands are needed.  

Gradually, new wonderful ladies have joined the group – many through choir connections, Sunday School 
classes or invitations from Linda Upshaw via the church’s new member orientation.  Each new colleague finds 
SIF to live up to its name and be such an inviting group.  Sisters also christened themselves the “NO GUILT” 

Spotlight on UMW Circle 
History 

Sisters in Faith Circle 
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UMW Book Club 
The UMW Book Club will meet next on Monday, July 10, at Culture Café (747 Richmond Rd) at 7:00 p.m. 

Each person is to read a book of choice from a category of choice and be ready to tell the group about what 
you’ve read.  All are invited to attend.  For more information, please contact Carol Brinkley (258-0167). 

UMCOR Kits 2017   
 

WE MADE IT!! 

We met the challenge – and passed it!  1029 Health Kits 
 

What a wonderful  group of volunteers came out to as-
semble the health kits on June 3!!  We were over 60 strong 
and put together and packed over 950 kits.  Many thanks to 
all who have generously donated kits and kit supplies, mon-
ey for shipping, help with assembling the kits, and our pas-
tors and representatives for taking them to Conference in 
Hampton on June 16.  

  Final Numbers 

Health Kits 1,029 

school kits 347 

birthing kits 101 

layette kits 25 

sewing kits 10 

Grand Total 1,512 

We have been overwhelmed with the positive and joyful 
response to this UMCOR challenge.  (Final numbers from 
Conference in August Messenger.) 

Thank you all, 

UMCOR Kit Committee 

Heads Up On 

School Supplies! 
 

Our church-wide drive for school sup-
plies will be the entire month of August.  In 
the meantime, however, stores are starting 
to display school supplies, often at sale pric-
es.  Please don’t bring your supplies to 
church until August, but you may want to 
start shopping soon.  The supply lists for 
each school have not been published yet, 
but we will always need:  #2 wooden pen-
cils, black or blue ball point pens, glue 
sticks, pink block erasers, children’s scissors, 
24 count crayons, black & white composition 
books, loose leaf paper, pencil boxes and 
pouches, backpacks, and ring binders 
(especially the larger 
sizes).  

Please note that our 
schools do not ask for 
spiral bound notebooks.   
A more detailed list will 
be in the August Mes-
senger. 

Local Outreach 

circle.  Everyone recognizes that each person is busy and should 
never feel badly if they miss a meeting or mission opportunity 
because they need to be with family or attend to their career.  
It’s the one reason why they are such a close-knit group.  They 
are always there for each other.  In good times as well as bad, 
sad or tragic times, someone from SIF is always there to help.   
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So we all make choices every day.  When I’m 
cooking, do I want more spicy or more sweet in this 
recipe?  A student looks at his exam schedule and 
studies for one subject ahead of another because 
that exam is sooner.  A mom has to decide who’s 
first between the crying infant or the toddler on the 
potty or the 4 year old drawing on the wall . . .  Pri-
oritizing and choosing are things we all do all the 
time, often subconsciously.  I wonder if we prioritize 
in the church?  

I’m coming to the end of my series based on 
“Growing Young” from the Fuller Youth Institute 
and have reached the chapter I’m least sure about 
how to approach – “Prioritize Young People (and 
Families) Everywhere”.  

Now, as Youth Director, you’d expect me to say 
that, just as I’d expect you to want to prioritize your 
ministry/group/area.  So why should youth (and I 
include children in this) and families get priority?  
Let me put it bluntly:  without youth, children and 
families, a church will die.  

Last month I used the phrase “it takes a village 
to raise a child”.  This month, I’m turning that 
around – “it takes a child to raise a village”.  By that 
I mean that a village or community needs the vi-
sion, energy, curiosity, excitement and enthusiasm 
of children and youth to move beyond just existing 
and into thriving.  At WUMC we’re existing, just 
about holding our numbers together.  For now.  At 
WUMC we need a child to raise the church.  I love 
this quote from an unnamed adult in the “Growing 
Young” book – “Young people are like salt.  When 
they are included, they make everything taste bet-
ter.”  (Just think back to June 11 when our youth 
and children’s music groups provided all the music 
in worship.) 

How we include children and teenagers is crucial 
– are we giving them active or passive roles?  Let 
me give an example – on Youth Sunday Martin of-
fers to “do” the prayers of the people.  The safe op-
tion is to give him something I have written, the 
riskier one is to allow him to prepare his own.  If I 
write the prayers, they will likely sound good and 
polished.  But Martin will stand up, read, and sit 
down.  If we allow Martin the chance to prepare his 
own prayers, they might sound clunky and rough.  
But Martin will have learned about what is involved 
in preparing a part of our weekly act of worship.  
One option is passive, one is active.  Remember, 
every future pastor started off rough round the edg-
es.  

Thank You 
 

We were deeply touched by those who attended 
the memorial service for John.  Your kind words are 
of great comfort and to also know that you are 
thinking of us.  We thank you for all the cards, hugs 
and expressions of sympathy.  Knowing that John 
touched so many lives will help us to accept his un-
timely death.  

Blessings,  

Nancy, Micah, Matthew, Jessica, Aiden, Isaac 
and Evelyn Reynolds 

Dear Williamsburg UMC family, I want to thank 
you for the well wishes and monetary donations  
with which you have blessed me. But most of all, I 
will always be grateful for the love you've shown me 
through the last 14 years.  

Sincerely, Jane Hunley  

If we truly want more 
children, young people and 
families at WUMC, we must 
make some choices and set 
some priorities.  Maybe those 
choices involve letting go of 
something to enable some-
thing else.  Maybe it’s a 
changing the way we do 
things.  It’s definitely about 
being a little less predictable and more flexible and 
actively engaging with and prioritizing our children, 
youth and families.  The alternative is not a viable 
option – I don’t like funerals . . . 

 

Andy Glascott, WUMC Youth Director. 
 

PS  Please contact me if you want to chat about 
how your committee/group can engage with young 
people and families more effectively.  

Just how important is important? 
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Condolences 
 

Our thoughts and prayers  
go out to the families of  

those who have passed away  
during the month of June: 

Robert “Bob” Bisbee 

Barbara Lord 

Kirk Mariner 

Jean Morris 

William “Bill” Ragsdale 

John Reynolds, husband 
of WUMC Admin Assistant 

Nancy Reynolds 

If you ever have a moment, stop by our website to see what’s going on at our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out about all the ministries and other activities that you or your family 
may be interested in joining!!  We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about something you see on our website, contact the church office (229-1771). 

Have you checked out our Website? 

Pray As We Commemorate 
the Independence of the 
United States of America   

 

For Your Great Name’s Sake!    

Hear Us . . .  Forgive Us . . .  Heal Us! 

Daniel 9:19 
 

As we approach July 4, Independence Day for 
our nation, let us remember our communities, our 
states, our nation, our world, our churches and our 
freedom to worship.  As we pray: 

Dear Heavenly Father,  

Creator of all earth, we acknowledge You as 
our Lord.  As we stand in the gap for our 
nation and the world at large, we pray that 
you would grant us mercy and grace.  For-
give us for not taking heed of Your Word, 
and help us to walk in Your ways by the 
Spirit of Truth.  Bless our government and 
our communities.  Heal our nation from eve-
ry hurt, provide every need and cause us to 
love one another as You love us. 

In Jesus’ name, 

 Amen  
 

From Our Prayer National Day 

of Prayer 

For more information about our  
Prayer Ministry, contact  

Cindy Banek (229–1771 ext. 258) 
or cbanek@williamsburgumc.org. 

Do you know the answers to 
these questions? 

 

What is Stephen Ministry?  What is 
the Williamsburg Stephen Ministry Network?  How 
long has WUMC had a Stephen Ministry Program?  
What do Stephen Ministers do?  Who might benefit 
from the care of a Stephen Minister?  Stephen Min-
istry Month is coming in September!  Watch for 
more information to come this summer, and look for 
signs of Stephen Ministry in our church building. 

Barbara Sizoo 

Donald “Don” Spitzer 

Roxie White 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org
mailto:cbanek@williamsburgumc.org
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Summer is here with vacation plans in full swing.  Whether your destination is the ocean, mountains or 
the air-conditioned comfort of your home, make your first stop the church library.  Featured this month are 
works of fiction with three new selections for your reading pleasure.  Popular author Lisa Genova, author of 
STILL ALICE, is back with INSIDE THE O’BRIENS about a family dealing with Huntington’s disease; THE 
SECRET CHORD by Geraldine Brooks is a vivid and original retelling of the story of Kind David through the 
eyes of his courtier, Nathan; and in THE DOVEKEEPERS, Alice Hoffman takes readers back to ancient times 
with a spellbinding novel of the siege by Roman armies on Masada, a mountain in the Judean desert, where 
900 Jews held out for month before being overcome.  Among others on display with these you’ll find THE 
WELL WOMAN, an inspiring novel of triumph, a UMW Reading Program selection; POPE JOAN, the legend 
of the first female Pope; and Orson Scott Card’s trilogy on the Women of Genesis, SARAH, REBEKAH, and 
RACHEL & LEAH. 

A new selection in our children’s collection will have our young ones on the move as they join an adven-
turous rabbit and discover WHEREVER YOU GO magical worlds and adventures await you.  What kind of 

adventures?  COME TO THE OCEAN WITH ME and see, look for STARS BE-
NEATH YOUR BED, discover WHEN LIGHTING COMES IN A JAR and en-
joy A PICNIC WITH THE BARLEYS. 

 
There is a temperate zone in the mind between luxurious indolence  

and exacting work; and it is to this region just between laziness and labor,  
that summer reading belongs.  

– Henry Ward Beecher 

Library News 


